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Medical Anthropology studies have built upon historical and cultural analysis over a 
long period of time that indicate an array of difference with respect to the metaphors 
and meanings that signify health. These studies emphasize cultural fabrics that give 
coherence and depth to these meanings such that cosmology and ethical traditions 
come to define the body in states of sickness and well being.  Anthropological studies 
of health focus on local contexts where health and illness are recognized and 
responded to culture, affects health as much through the culture of biomedicine. 
Moving on from cultural deterministic undertanding of health, critical medical 
anthropology grounds health and illness in the political economy persoectives. 

This course gives an understanding of the basic concepts, theories and methods used 
in Anthropology, which can be applied to public health. Further the course focuses on 
various medical systems, cultural contexts of health, illness and medicine and 
commodification of bodies and body politics.  

1. Concepts, Theories and Methods in Anthropology 

2. Medical Systems 

3. Cultural Context of Health, Illness and Medicine and Critical Medical 
Anthropology 

4. Sickness and Healing  

5. Commodyfying Bodies 
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